GEORGE HERBERT
[Born 1593. Poet. He was educated at Westminster School and
Trinity College, Cambridge, where he took his degree in 1616 and
was public orator from 1619 until 1627. He became the friend of
Sir Henry Wotton, Donne and Bacon, the last of whom is said to
have held him in such high esteem as to submit his writings to him
before publication. He acquired the favour of James I, who conferred
upon him a sinecure worth £120 a year, and having powerful friends,
he attached himself for some time to the Court in the hope of prefer-
ment. The death of two of his patrons, however, led him to change
his views, and coming under the influence of Nicholas Ferrar, the
quietist of Little Gidding, and of Laud, he took orders in 1626,
becoming in 1630 Rector of Bemerton in Wiltshire, where he passed
the remainder of his life, discharging the duties of a parish priest with
conscientious assiduity. His chief works are The Temple, or Sacred
Poems and Private Ejaculations (1634), The Country Parson (1652) and
Jacula Prudentium, a collection of pithy proverbial sayings, the two last
in prose. The Temple, which was published posthumously, had
immediate acceptance, and according to Izaak Walton who wrote his
life, twenty thousand copies were sold in a few years. Among its
admirers were Charles I, William Cowper and Coleridge. Herbert
wrote some of the most exquisite sacred poetry in the language,
although his style, influenced oy Donne, is at times characterised by
artificiality and conceits. He was an excellent classical scholar and
an accomplished musician. He died in 1633.]
I
N Brecknockshire, about 3 miles from Brecknock, is a
village called Penkelly, where is a little Castle. It is an
ancient Seate of the Herberts. Mr. Herbert, of this place,
came, by the mother's side, of Wgan. The Lord Cherbery's
ancestor came by the second venter, who was a Miller's daughter.
The greatest part of the estate was settled on the issue by the
zd venter, viz. Montgomery castle, and Aberystwith. Upon
this Match with the Miller's daughter are to this day recited, or
sung, by the Welsh, verses to this sence :—0 God ! Woe is me
miserable, my father was a Miller, and my mother a Milleresse, and
I am now a Ladie.
In a Buriall-place in the Church at Montgomery (belonging
to the Castle) is a great freestone monument of Richard Herbert,
Esq. (father to the learned Lord Herbert of Cherbery, and Mr.
George Herbert, who wrote the Sacred Poems) where are the
effigies of him and Magdalene his wife, who afterwards was

